Living Hope – Equipping Track


Finding Life – A Study in John’s Gospel

Part 1 – Jesus Christ, Son of God

Introduction

This study is the first in a 3 part series that aims to take the reader on a journey of spiritual discovery through the Gospel of John. John’s Gospel is just one of the 66 books that make up the Bible, and it is one of 4 separate Gospels that tell us the story of Jesus – the greatest story ever told. The word ‘gospel’ itself means ‘good news’ – the message of Jesus is good news for all people, everywhere!

The whole Bible tells us of the God who created us and of his heart of compassion towards all mankind. It explains how people turned away from God, and how the human race got into the mess we are now in. It tells of God’s continuing purpose in this world, and most of all, it tells of his rescue plan for mankind: God sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world! Even the very name ‘Jesus’ (the Greek form of the Hebrew name ‘Joshua’) means ‘God to the rescue’ or ‘God saves’.

As we look at the Gospel of John we will find many convincing proofs that Jesus really was who he claimed to be, and that the good news he brought us is true. For now, simply consider this: As the most important man ever to live on this earth, his birth divided history in two. The years before his birth we call BC (Before Christ) and the years after it we call AD (Anno Domini, Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ!).

God reveals himself to those who really want to know the truth. So, every time you look at this study, pray, asking God to show you the truth. Also note, this study is designed for use with the help of a mentor. If you have any questions or difficulties, please discuss them with your mentor (normally the person who gave you this study).

Understanding Bible references: In the reference John 3:16, the first number is the chapter (there are 21 chapters in John’s Gospel), the second is the verse. Nearly every sentence has a separate verse number, and the verse numbers re-start from 1 at the beginning of each chapter.

An Assignment

To better understand the Gospel verses we will look at, it is best to read the whole book. This can be done with little effort by simply reading one chapter per day for 3 weeks. Use the tick-list below to keep track of your reading:

John’s Gospel – Reading List

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 1
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 2
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 4
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 5
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 6

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter 7

Who is God?

Everyone has their own ideas about God. But our present task is to discover what God says about himself in the pages of his special book, the Bible. Look up the following verses and complete the sentences.

	John 1:1-3
	God is the
	     
	of everything!

	John 4:24
	God is
	     
	and his worshippers must worship in spirit 

	
	
	
	and truth.

	John 8:54
	God is the
	     
	of the Lord Jesus Christ.


Who is Jesus Christ?

In John chapter 1 alone there are at least 10 different names or titles for the Lord Jesus Christ. Look up each verse and write in the titles.

Jesus is called….

	John 1:1
	….the
	     
	
	
	

	John 1:14
	….the
	     
	and
	     
	

	John 1:17
	….
	     
	
	     
	
	

	John 1:29
	….the
	     
	of
	     
	

	John 1:34
	….the
	     
	of
	     
	

	John 1:38
	….
	     
	(which means
	     
	)

	John 1:41
	….the
	     
	(that is, the
	     
	)

	John 1:45
	….
	     
	of
	     
	

	John 1:49
	….the
	     
	of
	     
	

	John 1:51
	….the
	     
	of
	     
	


The titles ‘Messiah’ (Hebrew) and ‘Christ’ (Greek) both mean ’the Anointed One’. The Anointed One was a leader, promised to the Jews, who would rise up and save his people. At the time of Jesus, the Jews expected the Christ to be a political leader who would deliver them from Roman occupation. 

The “I Am” Statements

Complete the following statements:

Jesus said, ‘I am….

	John 6:35
	….the
	     
	of
	     
	



He who comes to me will never go hungry….’

	John 8:12
	….the
	     
	of the
	     
	


Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’

	John 10:9
	….the
	     
	whoever enters through me will be


saved.

	John 10:11
	….the
	     
	
	     
	The

	
	     
	
	     
	lays down



his life for the sheep.

	John 11:25-26
	….the
	     
	and the
	     


He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.’

	John 14:6
	….the
	     
	and the
	     
	and the

	
	     
	
	No-one comes to the Father except through me.

	John 15:1
	….the
	     
	
	     
	and my Father is the 



gardener.

Jesus Claims to be God!

The claims of Christ appear throughout John’s Gospel.

Consider these:

	John 4:25-26
	Jesus claims to be
	     
	
	     

	John 5:16-18
	Jesus claims to be
	     
	with God.

	John 9:38 & 20:28
	Jesus accepts
	     
	

	John 10:33
	Jesus claims to be
	     
	


	John 14:9
	If you have seen Jesus, you have seen 
	     
	
	     


	John 17:5, 24
	Jesus was alive before
	     
	
	     
	
	     


Finally, in John 8:58, Jesus made a claim which may be confusing to us, but was crystal clear to the Jews: “….before Abraham [c. 2000BC] was born, I am!” They picked up stones to stone him to death for blasphemy. In the Old Testament God showed himself to Moses, taking the name, ‘I Am’ (Exodus 3:14) referring to his own eternal existence. Jesus claimed this same eternal existence!

What About You?

At this stage, what do you think about Jesus? Who is he?
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